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March 16, 2025

Greeting and Announcements (8:30 Joseph, 11 Stacey)

Opening Truth (8:30 Joseph, 11 Stacey)
LEADER: The best is
ALL: God is with us.

Call to Worship (8:30 Joseph, 11 Stacey)  based on Genesis 21:1-20
LEADER: Come, nations of the earth, to bow before God.
Distant galaxies proclaim the Creator of all things.
ALL: We are humbled by the wonders of the God of Abraham.
We are amazed by God’s mighty works.
LEADER: This infinite God cares for each one of us. God hears our cries and responds to our needs.
ALL: In our days of trouble, we call on our God. We are confident that God listens and answers.
LEADER: Let us also call on God with our prayers of thanks.
Let us celebrate the wondrous things God provides.
ALL: God cares for us, even when others reject us. We gather to glorify God’s name.

Opening Prayer (8:30 Joseph, 11 Stacey)

LEADER: God of Abraham, come to us in our distress. We are weary of conflict and long for your healing
waters of forgiveness and renewal. You have sent us prophets and finally your own Son Jesus
Christ to draw us to yourself. We long to find peace as we serve, but more often we encounter a
sword. Our disagreements are many, and our capacity to forgive is strained.

ALL: Lead us, O Blessed One, by the teaching of your prophets especially through the teaching
and example of Jesus Christ your Son. Help us to trust you and your will for us. We be-
lieve that whatever happens, you can bring some good from it. Show us, O God, the good
you intend. In Jesus’ name we ask. Amen.

Hymn #116 (red) “The God of Abraham Praise”

Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (Jo/n)

PASTOR: We who profess our faith in one God are challenged to remove all idols that are among and with-
in us. Our pretense of concern for others is tainted by our me-first greed. Our great plans are
compromised by little deceits. God judges as well as upholds. Surely all of us need to repent and
seek forgiveness.

ALL: You know us, God, better than we know ourselves. You know the ways we scheme and ma-
nipulate for our own advantage. You are aware of how often our deeds fail to match the
faith we claim. Help us to face ourselves with honesty. Give us the will and courage to
change our ways. O God, we want to be dead to sin and alive to you. Help us in your mer-
cy. Amen.

PASTOR: Praise our God who forgives and restores. We can never be our old self again, for Christ has set
us free. Old divisions and misunderstandings are overcome in the steadfast love of God. All who
give up their self-occupied ways for Christ’s sake find abundant life. This is God’s gift to us to-
day. Amen.

ALL: Praised be God! Amen.

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, John)
PASTOR: Do you see the moon and the stars and say: What a marvel they are? And how their light sweeps
across the sky and the earth? This should remind us that God’s always here — even when we



experience darkness in and around us. With this in mind, we pray,

God of comfort and promise, we pray for the brokenness of the world. For the hungry and the
homeless, the disappointed and the angry. Bring them your healing and restoration. Help us be
involved in creating communities that actively care for the broken. For this we say,

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

PASTOR: We pray for those who mourn and live with grief. We lift to you those discouragements your
children have experienced this week. Discouragements in families, friendships, jobs, even dis-
couragement in ourselves. May your word of hope be a calming presence and solace to your
children. For this we say,

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

PASTOR: We pray for ourselves and for those with different hurts, worries, fears. We name them in our
hearts now. (pause)

Help us to trust you with them. May the Lord bring us comfort. For this we say.

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

PASTOR: We lift to you, O God, for relief, those who are on our prayer list and for joy, those who celebrate
their birthday or wedding anniversary in the week to come. For this we say,

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

PASTOR: Knowing and believing that the One who calls us is faithful, now and always, we trust these and
all our prayers are heard and say the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples:

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn #130 (8:30, red) “God Will Take Care of You”
Special Music (11) “Bless the Lord, O My Soul” — Aldersgate Choir

God’s Word Proclaimed (8:30 John, 11 Stacey)  Genesis 21:1-20
Sermon (Joseph) “What Can Christians Learn from Muslims?”
Offertory Invitation (Joseph)
We have received God’s help and comfort. Let us express our thanks. We have been called into the com-

munity of disciples. Let us offer the witness of our sharing. We have been assured of our own worth and
value in God’s eyes. Let us dedicate our offerings to building up others in God’s love.

(8:30) “Meditation in A minor” — John Turner
1) “Spirit of the Living God” — Daniel Iverson
Doxology (to the tune of #75, red) “Praise God”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.
MUSIC: attr. to Louis Bourgeois, 1551

Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (Jo/n)

PASTOR: For all great and wondrous things you have done for us, O God, we are grateful. You give us
strength to go on when we are troubled and discouraged. You grant newness of life as we share
in Christ’s resurrection.

ALL: We want to pass on the good news through this offering and by the way we live each day.
Lead us and guide us in your steadfast love, that we might channel your gift to all we meet.
In the powerful name of Jesus, we ask. Amen.

Hymn #2171 (black) “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”



Commissioning and Blessing (Jo/n)
PASTOR: Like Abraham, God call us to places unknown. God knows well what God is doing.

ALL: We will go where God leads us. We are confident God will provide for all our needs.
PASTOR: We have been baptized into Christ’s death. Live, with Christ, your resurrection faith.

ALL: We are not afraid of the Cross. It calls us to fullness of life, spent for others.

PASTOR: Let God’s love be your first awareness each day. Let that love flow through every activity.
ALL: We bow down to glorify God’s name. We rejoice that God has made us his own.
PASTOR: Amen.

ALL: Amen.

(Thank you to those who have participated in today’s worship.
You are invited to stay and listen to the Postlude or leave as you wish.)

Postlude (8:30) “An Irish Blessing” — arr. Lorie Line
an “Lord of All Hopefulness” — traditional Irish melody arr. Janet Vogt



Lenten StUdy jal}/v us a/u/-"(hg thic
The Final Days:
A Lenten Journey Through the Gospels

5:30 p.m. Thursdays

Room 4
Lenten Sermon Series
Potato Bake Christians at the Roundtable of World Religions
12:15 p.m. Sunday, March 16 Mar.9  What Can Christians Learn from Jews?
Sunshine Room Mar. 16 ~ What Can Christians Learn from Muslims?
' . ' Mar. 23~ What Can Christians Learn from Hindus?
Bring a friend and enjoy Apr. 6 What Can Christians Learn from Buddhists?
baked potatoes with your choice of

toppings and fabulous desserts. On these Sunday mornings we will briefly review/learn the

‘ ‘ basic facts of these religions and compare the major similarities

Free-will Donation for the and differences to Christianity. There isn’t time for a deep study
Aldersgate General Fund. of any of the religions.

Prayer List

Anniversaries and Birthdays This Week II“ eb_,.
>

16  Rick & Roxie Swyers )

17  Pat Ruth 4
18  Ginger Lanum @
20  Katrena Anton David Huston

21 Julie Emry

Dick Easley Judy Faubel Dennis Frederick
Jerry Hanley Keller Hustad Dallas Huston
Laura Marshall Lynda Nordyke Loyal Park

Zach Steward Jacob Arlene

John

Jody Anderson, Hayley Jambor’s mother who has a brain tumor

Iva Maxey, Reba Wysocki’s sister, who is undergoing dialysis treatments

Jessie Menck, Ken Hartwig’s niece who has bile duct cancer

Ava Miles, Phyllis Nelson’s niece, was diagnosed with gastroparesis.

Jennifer Miles, Phyllis Nelson’s niece

Tim Murphy, a veteran with memory issues

Isaiah Pierce, Karen Pierce’s grandson who was born 12/13/22 with heart issues

Alex Ronne, Pat Ruth’s cousin, a 7-year-old girl living in Colorado diagnosed with MLD, a rare, incurable,
genetic disease.

Ross Teske and his missionary work in Talavera de la Reina, Spain

People in Ukraine, Israel and Palestine



Announcements

Today, March 16 Second Sunday of Lent

8:30 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/
(@aldersgateunitedmethodistc8463 or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org. You
may also search YouTube for Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour — Fellowship Hall

9:45 am. The Chosen season 4, episode 7 “The Last Sign” — Room 4

9:45 a.m. Middle School/High School Youth Sunday School — Room 1.

9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2.

10:45 a.m. Choir Warm-up — Choir Room

11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center

12:15 p.m. Potato Bake — Sunshine Room. A free-will fundraiser for Aldersgate’s General Budget. Bring
a friend and come to enjoy baked potatoes, toppings of your choice and fabulous desserts.

Monday, March 17 St. Patrick’s Day
1:00 p.m. P.E.O. — Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Church Leadership Team — Room 4

Tuesday, March 18
9:00 a.m. Artisans

7:00 p.m. Book Club Invisible Child: Poverty, Survival and Hope in an American City by Andrea Elliott
— Room 4

Wednesday, March 19
1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center

Thursday, March 20 Spring begins
12:30 p.m. Worship & Prayer Service — Theater, Legacy Estates, 7200 Van Dorn
2:00 p.m. Bridge to Better Living Informational Session — 4230 Pioneer Woods Dr. B. RSVP to
Kaye@BridgetoBetterLiving.com.
2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — Zoom.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81939800475?
pwd=K1EwbjFqTTZ30S9rNnBHSC9ubWZyQT09
Meeting ID: 819 3980 0475
Passcode: 832006
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,81939800475#,,,,*832006# US (Tacoma)
5:30 p.m. Lenten Study The Final Days: A Lenten Journey through the Gospels by
Matt Rawle — Rm. 4

Friday, March 14
8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4

Next Sunday, March 23
8:30 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour — Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m. Usher Training — Worship Center
9:45 a.m. Middle School/High School Youth Sunday School — Room 1.
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2. Taught by Char Haggar and Sheila Kellenbarger
10:45 a.m. Choir Warm-up — Choir Room
11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center
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