
Worshippers are welcomed to use their own terminology for God. 
If you are considering membership, please contact our pastor, 402-489-1510. 

Aldersgate  
United Methodist Church 

8320 South Street 
Lincoln, NE  68506-6540 

www.aldersgatelinc.org 

402-489-1510 (church office) 
aldersgatelinc@gmail.com 

 

Joseph Rafique, Pastor 

402-499-7101 (cell) 
jrafique@GreatPlainsUMC.org 

Ministers:  All of Aldersgate’s Members 

Pastor:  Joseph Rafique 

Director of Music:  Julie Clopper-Smith 

Keyboardist:  Deanna Steward  
Organist:  Lynette Boyce 

Digital Media Specialist:  Nancy Taylor 
Administrative Assistant:  Stacey Lienemann 

Child Care Attendant:  Katie Softley 

Custodian:  Scott Hoyt 

8:30 a.m. 
With Pastor John Goldrich serving  
 Newman U.M. Church 

Videographer: Nancy Taylor 
Song Leaders: Dan & Kara Steward 

Greeter/Usher: Kari & Tom Beckenhauer 
 

11:00 a.m.  
Greeter/Usher: Dan Smith 

Lector: Harry Kellenbarger 
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Easter Sunday 



April 20, 2025   
 

Greeting and Announcements (8:30 Joseph, 11 Harry) 
 

Music for Centering Prayer (8:30) “Christ Arose” — arr. Larry Shackley 

(11) “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” — arr. Victor Labenske 

 

Opening Truth (8:30 Joseph, 11 Harry) 
LEADER: He is risen! 
ALL: He is risen indeed! 
 

Call to Worship (8:30 Joseph, 11 Harry)  
LEADER: Sing the glad song of victory; God is creating a day of newness and joy. 
ALL: God is our strength and our song; this is the day of our salvation. 
LEADER: Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruit of those who have fallen asleep. 
ALL: This one who was rejected assures us: we are accepted and loved by God.  
LEADER: We are chosen by God as witnesses to good news.   
 We will live and recount the deeds of our God. 
ALL: God reigns, let all nations and people rejoice.  In Christ, all shall be made alive. 
 

Opening Prayer (8:30 Joseph, 11 Harry)  
LEADER: With thanksgiving, praise, and joy, we worship you, marvelous God.  How amazing is all your 

creation!  How glorious is this day of new life!  Come among us now, we pray, to raise us up 
from our fears and doubts and perplexity. 

ALL: Praise be to you, O God.  Your ways are beyond our understanding, your mystery is too 
vast for words, yet on this day, we dare to believe that you are making us into new crea-
tions.  For that sake, touch us today once again with a spirit of hope, that our discipleship 
may honor Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #304 (red) “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” 

 

Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (John) 
PASTOR: Doubters, believers, disciples, deceivers: come to the one who makes all things new.  The gates of 

righteousness are open to us, and a welcome awaits all who truly enter the presence of God, seek-
ing forgiveness.  The God whom we have rejected offers acceptance and healing. 

ALL: Dazzling God, we are blinded to your majesty.  We have taken for granted the amazing 
wonder of life, without seeing you as the source of all things.  We shrink from the chas-
tening judgment we deserve.  We resist the changes we know we must make to receive new 
life.  Save us from the calamity of our selfish ways.  Rescue us from all hurtful and destruc-
tive habits.  Forgive our broken promises, heal our broken relationships, lift our broken 
spirits, so we may share in the resurrection of Christ.  Amen. 

PASTOR: Everyone who lives by trust in Jesus Christ has already received forgiveness of sins.  Accept this 
gift God offers.  You are chosen by God to receive it.  Your prayers are answered, and your salva-
tion is assured.  Christ reigns over death, filling you with newness of life.  Rise up!  Rejoice!  
Witness to the good news!  Amen. 

ALL: We rejoice and give God thanks for the gift of forgiveness.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, John)  A tealight is lit after each petition. 
PASTOR: The world is different now for, in Christ, O God, we know that your love cannot be contained — 

not by death’s grave, not by human walls that divide and separate, not by barriers of hopelessness 

Easter White or Gold 



and despair.  In hope given to us through Jesus’ resurrection we pray for the healing and whole-
ness of all who suffer, are ill, or are in grief. 

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 
PASTOR: For all who wait to be fully included.  For the places of hopelessness within and around us, we 

ask the Lord. 
ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 
PASTOR: The world is different now for, in Christ, your Spirit O God, has pushed its way through and be-

friends the earth once again.  For the seasons of creation and the earth’s pattern of death and re-
newal, we pray.  For all the ways your presence is revealed to us through creation, we pray.  For 
the delights and joy of life, we pray. 

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 
PASTOR: The world is different now for, in Christ, O God, hands that held a whip and a hammer have seen 

the futile victory won with violence.  And hands once held in death’s grip by nails, now offer 
peace to all the earth.  For forgiveness offered and received, we pray.  For tables of diplomacy 
and cooperation between nations, we pray.  For peace that transcends differences, we pray. 

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 
PASTOR: For what else shall we pray?  (pause)  For all of these needs, we pray. 
ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 
PASTOR: O God, in your loving purpose answer our prayers and fulfill our hopes.  In all things for which 

we pray, give us the will to seek to bring them about, for the sake of Jesus Christ, the risen One 
who taught his disciples to pray, saying: 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 

Hymn #302 (red, 8:30) “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
Special Music (11) “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” — Aldersgate Choir 

 

Word of God Proclaimed (8:30 John, 11 Harry) John 20:1-18 

 

Sermon (Joseph) “Following the Risen Christ” 

 

Sighing, Goodbyeing, Crying (8:30 Nelda, 11 Jeanette) 
 

Offertory Invitation (Joseph)  

We who enjoy the work of our hands do not labor in vain.  We who invest the fruits of our efforts in the 
sharing of good news are doubly blessed.  May our gifts represent our commitment, even as they bear wit-
ness and offer healing.  Let us give thanks through our offerings. 

(8:30) “Meditation on ‘Southwell’ ” — arr. David Lasky 

(11) “Christ, We Adore and Worship Thee” — arr. Roger C. Wilson 

 

Doxology (to the tune of #75) “Praise God” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

MUSIC: attr. Louis Bourgeois, 1551 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (John)  
PASTOR: Thank you, God, for resurrection.  We rejoice in Christ as the first fruits of all that you make 

available to us.  As you offered Christ to the world, so we would offer ourselves.  May we, along 
with our gifts, testify to good news of your forgiving love and empowering acceptance. 

ALL: Day by day you are saving us, healing our brokenness, calling forth our gifts, granting us 
strength to serve with Christ.  Thank you for this day of celebration.  We dedicate ourselves 
anew with our offering.  In the name of the Risen Lord, we pray.  Amen. 

 



THE ALDERSGATE MISSION:   
 To transform lives and prepare disciples through the compassionate love of God. 
 

THE ALDERSGATE VISION:   
 To welcome everyone to a faith journey in a vibrant world. 

Hymn #310 (red) “He Lives” 
 

Sending Forth  Easter Doesn’t Stop 

 

(Thank you to those who have participated in today’s worship.   
You are invited to stay and listen to the Postlude or leave as you wish.) 

 

Postlude (8:30) “I Gave My Life for Thee” — arr. Brian Buda 

(11) “Christ Arose” — arr. Victor Labenske 

 



Announcements 

Today, April 20 Easter 
8:30 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://

www.youtube.com@aldersgateunitedmethodistc8463 or at your convenience at 
www.aldersgatelinc.org.  You may also search YouTube for Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church, Lincoln, Nebraska 

9:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast — Fellowship Hall 
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 

9:45 a.m. Middle School/High School Youth Sunday School — Room 1 

10:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt — Room 2 

10:40 a.m. Choir Warm-up — Choir Room 

11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center 
 

Monday, April 21 

The Office is closed. 
7:00 p.m. Church Leadership Council — Room 4 

 

Tuesday, April 22 Earth Day 

9:00 a.m. Artisans 

1:30 p.m. Lincoln Caregiver Education Group “Resources to Assist Caregivers at Home” with Suzy 
Campbell, Jeannine Bryant from Changing Spaces, Jan Gray from Health at Home Consultants, 
and Natalie Leon from Visiting Angels — Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m. Earth Steward Ministry Series “Aldersgate Lawn Experiments” with Steve Schafer — Worship 
Center and online 

 

Wednesday, April 23  

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center 
 

Thursday, April 24 

12:30 p.m. Worship & Prayer Service — Theater, Legacy Estates, 7200 Van Dorn 

4:00 p.m. CPR/AED Training — Sunshine Room 

5:30 p.m. CPR/AED Training — Sunshine Room 

 

Friday, April 25  World Malaria Day  
8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 

4:00 p.m. Staff/Parish Relations Committee — Room 4 

 

Saturday, April 26 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  District United Women in Faith Spring Event — Beatrice 

10:00 a.m. Nebraska Herbal Society — Fellowship Hall 
 

Next Sunday,  April 27 Holy Humor Sunday  

8:30 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour — Fellowship Hall 
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 

9:45 a.m. Middle School/High School Youth Sunday School — Room 1 

10:40 a.m. Choir Warm-up — Choir Room 

11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center  
 

Next Monday, April 28 

10:30 a.m. Lasting Legacy Team — Room 4 

7:00 p.m. Spiritual Living and Worship Planning Team — Room 4 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live


Prayer List 
 

Birthdays This Week 

   20 Kara Steward 

   21 Maika Kellenbarger (10) 
 

Dick Easley Judy Faubel Dennis Frederick 

Keller Hustad   Dallas Huston Laura Marshall  
Lynda Nordyke Loyal Park Zach Steward  

John Arlene Jacob  
Jody Anderson, Hayley Jambor’s mother, who has a brain tumor 
Iva Maxey, Reba Wysocki’s sister, who is undergoing dialysis treatments 

Jessie Menck, Ken Hartwig’s niece who has bile duct cancer 
Ava Miles, Phyllis Nelson’s niece, was diagnosed with gastroparesis.   
Jennifer Miles, Phyllis Nelson’s niece 

Tim Murphy, a veteran with memory issues 

Isaiah Pierce, Karen Pierce’s grandson who was born 12/13/22 with heart issues  
Alex Ronne, Pat Ruth’s cousin, a 7-year-old girl living in Colorado diagnosed with MLD, a rare, incurable, 

genetic disease.   
Laird Ruth will have open heart surgery on April 23. 
Ross Teske and his missionary work in Talavera de la Reina, Spain 

People in Ukraine, Israel and Palestine 

Saturday, May 3 

8:30 a.m. Spring Biomass Clean-up — Aldersgate Gardens 

 

Sunday, May 4  Native American Ministries Sunday 

7 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Lincoln Marathon — Memorial Stadium to Holmes Lake and south to 48th and Nebras-
ka Parkway 

12:15 p.m. Kaiser Huskey Graduation Celebration Lunch — Sunshine Room, 2-4 p.m. Open House 

 

Tuesday, May 6 

8 a.m. – 8 p.m.  City General Election — Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Life and Legacy Planning Series with Prof. Julie Masters discussing a death plan — Worship 

Center and online 

 

Wednesday, May 7 

7:00 p.m. Book Club Funny Story by Emily Henry — Room 4 

 

Friday, May 9 

11:30 a.m. Grand Generation — Lee’s Chicken, 1940 W. Van Dorn  
6:30 p.m. Friday Fling (sloppy joes) — Fellowship Hall 
 

Thursday, May 15   

2:30 p.m. Care Ministry — Zoom 

 

Saturday, May 17 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast with Joseph Rafique — Room 4 

 

Tuesday, May 20 

7:00 p.m. Book Club Funny Story by Emily Henry — Room 4 

 

Wednesday, May 21 

1:30 p.m. Stitcheroos — Room 4 


