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April 6, 2025 

  
 

Greeting and Announcements (8:30 Joseph, 11  ) 
 

Opening Truth (8:30 Joseph, 11  ) 
LEADER: I was glad when they said to me, 
ALL: let us go to the house of the Lord! 

 

Call to Worship (8:30 Joseph, 11  )  
LEADER: O God, we stand on the brink of today; our future is unknown. 
ALL: Anoint our hands with your Spirit, that we might know the way. 
LEADER: O God we stand in this moment of uncertain needs and concerns. 
ALL: Anoint our hands with your Spirit, that what we touch, we touch with love. 
LEADER: O God, we stand at this place of comfort and stability. 
ALL: Anoint our feet with your Spirit, that wherever we walk, we walk your walk. 
LEADER: O God, we stand in love and affirmation of you and your world. 
ALL: Anoint our bodies, minds and hearts with your Spirit,  
 that our worship is pleasing in your sight. 

 

Opening Prayer (8:30 Joseph, 11  )  

LEADER: O God, you are the giver of wonderful things.  You gave us life.  You have filled our lives with 
family and friends.  You lavish us with your grace.  You have given us this day to add to the 
many we have shared.  And you have given us Jesus. 

ALL: Help us grow in our understanding and appreciation of just how much you love us and open 
our hearts that our worship this day might be an act of praise and thanksgiving for all you 
have done for us.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #57 (red, vs. 1-3, 6-7) “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
 

Prayer of Confession and Words of Affirmation (John)  
PASTOR: The prodigal son made his confession saying: “Father, I have sinned against heaven (God) and 

before you.”  Often we have acted like the prodigal son.  So, let us make our confession. 
ALL: We have been fools.  We have said: there is no God.  We don’t need family and friends.  We 

can manage on our own.  O God, our deeds deny you.  Our plans do not include you.  We 
grumble and complain, criticizing those who embody your love.  Our greed is robbing the 
resources you have provided us in the form of family and friends, land and air.  O God, is 
there any hope for us? 

PASTOR: Forgiveness was not offered lightly or superficially by the prodigal son’s father who represents 
God.  That forgiveness is always available to those who recognize their spiritual poverty and need 
to get back home.  And there is great rejoicing when sinners seek forgiveness and turn to their 
Creator God.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer #895 (red, John) 
PASTOR: God who restores, we praise you, and present before you our joys and concerns.  Our prayer is 

that we may be inspired to always attend to each other’s needs.  God of justice, hear our yearning 
for peace wherever conflict rages; for truth wherever deception is the norm; for freedom wherever 
oppression reigns. 

ALL: We ask for justice. 
PASTOR: God of imagination, hear our passion for new visions where habits are ingrained and inflexible; 



for inspiration where thinking is tedious and stale. 
ALL: We ask for imagination. 
PASTOR: God of healing, hear our prayers for all those who suffer, for all those in sickness, for all those 

who grieve. 
ALL: We ask for healing and wholeness. 
PASTOR: God of life and peace, we pray for people of all nations who give their lives to the work of peace, 

to the binding up of broken bodies and wounded spirits, and for all the heroic acts that never get 
recorded in the history books. 

ALL: We ask for peace and good-will among nations. 
PASTOR: God of generosity, we reflect on our lives, remembering every gift of beauty and mercy you have 

offered to us. 
ALL: We offer our gratitude to you. 
PASTOR: What prayer needs would you like to lift up?  (pause)  God of grace, receive all the prayers we 

offer this day wrapped in the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, saying: 
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #2208 (8:30, black) “Guide My Feet” 

Special Music (11) “O God of Love” — Aldersgate Choir 

 

God’s Word Proclaimed  (Joseph) Romans 5:3-4; 8:18, 28  
 

Sharing (Joseph) “What Can Christians Learn from Buddhists?” 

 

Offertory Invitation (Joseph) 
God has been so good to us.  Like King David, let us ask ourselves: “What can I offer the Lord for all his 
goodness to me?” Psalm 116:12 

(8:30) “What Wondrous Love Is This” — arr. Matt Limbaugh 

(11) “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” — Hugh S. Livingston, Jr. 
 

Doxology (to the tune of #75, red) “Praise God” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

MUSIC: attr. to Louis Bourgeois, 1551 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self (John)  
PASTOR: Grant that we be strengthened by the love received through those who have passed before us and 

through this church and through our family and friends.  May we use our strength to help those 
who need us. 

ALL: We offer our gift of self and all that we have brought this day with gratitude.  Through 
them, may hope come to those who know despair, may love come to those who feel alone, 
may healing come to those who endure pain.  May we and our gifts be a sign of our commit-
ment to serve you in the world.  In the name of Jesus we ask.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #2146 (black) “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” 
 

Commissioning and Blessing (Joseph)  
PASTOR: My sisters and brothers: go forth into a world that is full of suffering.  However, know that God 

goes with you.  Bless it with your compassion.  Renew it with hope.  In every step you take may 
you feel anew the peace of Christ, the promise of the Spirit, and the presence of God.  Amen. 

ALL: Amen. 
 



(Thank you to those who have participated in today’s worship.   
You are invited to stay and listen to the Postlude or leave as you wish.) 

 

Postlude (8:30) “Boundless Love” — arr. Carol Tornquist 
(11) “O Divine Redeemer” — Charles Gounod 



Palm Sunday, April 13 

 

8:30 & 11 am Worship with Palms 

 

Easter Eggstravaganza 

12:30-2:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
Lunch, songs, games and the Easter story! 

 

Announcements 

Maundy Thursday, April 17 

 

Recorded message available online. 
 

7:30 pm Worship 

Denied, Betrayed Drama  
Communion 

 

Good Friday, April 18 

 

Recorded message available online. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 20 

 

8:30 & 11 am Worship 

9:30-11 am Continental Breakfast — Fellowship Hall 
9:45 am Children’s Sunday School — Room 2 

9:45 am Youth Sunday School — Room 1 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
10:30 am  Bring your basket to Room 2 

Today, April 6   

8:30 a.m. Worship — Worship Center and online https://www.youtube.com/
@aldersgateunitedmethodistc8463 or at your convenience at www.aldersgatelinc.org.  You 
may also search YouTube for Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour — Fellowship Hall 
9:45 a.m. The Chosen — Room 4 

9:45 a.m. Middle School/High School Youth Sunday School — Room 1.   
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2.   
10:45 a.m. Choir Warm-up — Choir Room 

11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center  
12:15 p.m. Birthday Group — Room 4 

1:00 p.m. Lincoln Ostomy Group — Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday, April 6, Saturday, April 12, Sunday, April 13 

2-5 p.m. Easter at the 3B Homestead, 7603 298th St. Murdock.  Walk through the 1888 barn, interact 
with the animals and hear The Story.  You are invited to bring a cross in memory of a loved one 
who has passed away.  Free but donations accepted. 

 

Tuesday, April 8   

8 a.m.-8 p.m.  City Primary Election — Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m. Artisans 

 

Wednesday, April 9  
10:00 a.m. A.R.M.S. (Retired Ministers and Spouses) — Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice — Worship Center  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt21eDWxyIs1fpzpifo4LYg/live


Prayer List 
 

Anniversaries and Birthdays This Week 

   7 Dave Nielsen  

   8 Duston Huston 

   9 Cheri & Dick Hobson Dick Hobson 

  11 Silver Anton 

 

Dick Easley Judy Faubel Dennis Frederick 

Jerry Hanley Keller Hustad   Dallas Huston  

Laura Marshall  Lynda Nordyke Loyal Park 

Zach Steward Jacob Arlene  

John  

Jody Anderson, Hayley Jambor’s mother who has a brain tumor  

Iva Maxey, Reba Wysocki’s sister, who is undergoing dialysis treatments 

Jessie Menck, Ken Hartwig’s niece who has bile duct cancer 
Ava Miles, Phyllis Nelson’s niece, was diagnosed with gastroparesis.   
Jennifer Miles, Phyllis Nelson’s niece 

Tim Murphy, a veteran with memory issues 

Isaiah Pierce, Karen Pierce’s grandson who was born 12/13/22 with heart issues  
Alex Ronne, Pat Ruth’s cousin, a 7-year-old girl living in Colorado diagnosed with MLD, a rare, incurable, 

genetic disease.   
Ross Teske and his missionary work in Talavera de la Reina, Spain 

People in Ukraine, Israel and Palestine 

Thursday, April 10   

12:30 p.m. Worship & Prayer Service — Theater, Legacy Estates, 7200 Van Dorn  
5:30 p.m. Lenten Study The Final Days: A Lenten Journey through the Gospels by Matt Rawle — Rm. 4 

 

Friday, April 11 

 8:45 a.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly — Room 4 

6:30 p.m. Friday Fling pizza — Fellowship Hall 
 

Saturday, April 12 

11:00 a.m. Citizen’s Climate Lobby — Sunshine Room 

 

Next Sunday, April 13 Palm Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Worship  — Worship Center and online 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour — Fellowship Hall 
9:45 a.m. Middle School/High School Youth Sunday School — Room 1.   
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Room 2.  Taught by Char Haggar and Sheila Kellenbarger 
9:45 a.m. The Chosen — Room 4 

10:45 a.m. Choir Warm-up — Choir Room 

11:00 a.m. Worship — Worship Center  
12-5 p.m. Party — Sunshine Room 

12:15-2:30 p.m.  Easter Eggstravaganza — Fellowship Hall.  All families with children are invited.  Lunch 
will be served and then the children will learn about the Easter Story and participate in games 
and songs. 

 

Next Monday, April 14 

1:30 p.m. United Women in Faith “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” — Room 4 

6:00 p.m. Delta Kappa Gamma — Sunshine Room 

7:00 p.m. Board of Trustees — Room 4 


